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Wo noeil not wonder then when we
are told that Father Horet made no
sign of distress or disapproval upon
being informed of the arrival of a
boat loaded with mm brandy or gin
It wiw Hone ile ltonvllle who brought
tho nowB the name Hone already men ¬

tioned us having given the priest ft

plate of squirrels He was sitting on
the doorstll of Father Herefs hut
when the old man reached It after his
visit at the Itoussillou home and held
in his hand a letter which lie appeared
proud to deliver

A batteuu and seven men with n
cargo of llitior came during the rain
he said rising ami taking off his cu
rlous cap which made of an animals
skin hud a tall Jauntily dangling from
its crown tip and here is a letter for
you father The batteau Is from New
Orleans Klght men started with It
but one went ashore to hunt and u s
killed by an Indian

Father Horet took the letter without
apparent Interest and said

Thank you my win sit down again
the door log Is not wetter than the
stools liislde I will sit by you

The wind had driven a Hood of rain
Into tho cabin through the open door
and water twinkled In puddles here
and there on the tloors ptuw hoons
1hey sat dow a side by side Father
Hcrvt fingering tho letter In an nbsunt
minded way

Therell bo a Jolly time of It tonight
Itene de ltonvllle remarked a roaring
time

Why do you any tlmt my son tho
prteft demanded

Tlie w Ine and the liquor whs the
nply Much drinking will Im done
Tho men have all been dry hero for
aoiiio time you know and are as
thirsty as Mind They sro making
ready to enjoy themselves down at the
river house

Ah Ilft MMir soulsT sighed Father
Horet axtiktug as one whose thoughts
were wandering far away

Why dont you rend your letter
Father Itene added

Tito prlost started turned the soiled
square of paper over In Ids hand then
thrust It Inside Ida rots

It can wait he said Then chang ¬

ing his voice The squirrels you gave
mo were excellent my son It was
good of yon to think of me he added
laying his hand on Hones ami

Oh Im glad If I have plea mil yoti
Father Horet for you are so kind to
me always and to cveryliody When I

killed the squirrels I said to myself
Tliote are young Juicy ami tender
Father Horet must Imve these so I

brought t hem along
The young man ruse to go for he

was Mtiiiehow linprossl that Father
Horet must wish opportunity to rend
bis letter and would prefer to be left
alone with It Hut the priest pulled
him down again

Htay awhile he said I hare not
bad a talk with you for some time

Itene looked n trlilo uneasy
ou will mil drink any tonight my

son Father Horet added You must
not Do you hear

The young mans eyos and mouth at
iiniv began to have a sullen expres
sion Fvideiitly he whs uot pleased ami
felt retsllioiis but It was hard for him
to resist Father Horet whom he lovtl
as did every soul In the xwt The
priests voice was sweet and gentle
yet posltlvo to a degree Hone did not
say a word

Promise mo that you will not taste
liquor this night Father Horet went
mi grasping tho young mans arm
flrml Inimlse me iny sou promise
me

Still Itene was silent The men did
not look at ouch other but gazed away
Across the country lioyoud the Wabash
to when a glory from tho western sun
thwinsl m tin npxr rim of a great
cloud fragment creeping along the horl
son

Kh bleu 1 must go said Heuo pres-
ently

¬

getting to his feet nimbly nml
evading Father Horots hand which
would have held him

Not to the river house my son
snhl the priest appealing

No not there I have another letter
one for Msleu itoussillou it came by
the boat too 1 go to give It to Mine
Itoussillou

Itene de ltonvllle was a dark weather
stained young fellow neither tall nor
slsirt wearing buckskin moccasins
trousers and tunje Ills eyes were dark
brown keen quick moving set well
under heavy brows A razor had prob
ably never touched his face and his
thin curly board crinkled over his
strongly turned cheeks and chin while
his mustaches sprang out quite fiercely
above his full lipped almost hcnsual
mouth He looked wiry and active a
man uot to be lightly reckoned with in
a trial of Issllly strength and will
Iowor

Father Herefs face and voice chang ¬

ed on the Instant no laughed dryly
and said with a sly gleam In Ids eyes

You could spend the evening pleas
antly with Mine HoussIUon and Jean
Jean you know Is a very amusing fel-

low
¬

Hone brought forth the letter of
which he had spoken and held it up be-

fore
¬

Father Herefs face
Maybe you think I havent any let

tor for Msleu Kousslllon ho blurted
and maybe you are quite certain that

I am uot going to tho house to take the
letter

M ltousslllon is absent you know
Father Horet suggested Hut cherry
pies are Just as good while hes gone
as when lies at home and I happen to
know that there are some particularly
delicious ones In the panto of Mine
Itoussillou Mill Alice gave me a
Juicy sample but then I dan say you
do not care to lmv your pie served by
her hand It would Interfere with
your appetite Eli my son

Itene turned qhort about wagging
his head and lauding anil so with hi
bAcJs4oJhoick hJ3ttefcPlixiloW
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the wet path lending to the HouhhiIIuii
place

Father Herat Kazed after him Ids
face relaxing to a parlous expression
In which h truce of Miriness and gloom
upreMd like an elusive twilight He
took out his letter hut did not glance
at It simply holding It tightly gripped
In his sinewy right hand Then tils
old eye stared vacantly as eyes do
when their sight is cast hack many
many years into the past The mis-
sive

¬

whs from beyond the sea he
knew the handwriting n waft of the
Mowers of Avignon seemed to rise out
of It as if by the pressure of his
grasp

A stoop shouldered burly man went
by leading a pair of goats a kid fol
lowing He was making haste txiteri
ly keeping the goats at a lively trot

lion Jour Pen Horet he lung
out breexlly and walked rapidly on

Ah ah his mind Is busy with the
newly arrived cargo thought the old
priest returning the salutation Ills
throat aches for lhiuor the poor man

Then he read again the letters super
scription and made a faltering move as
If to break the siiil Ills hands trem-
bled violently his face looked gray
and drawn

Come on you brutes cried the re ¬

ceding man Jerking the thongs of skin
by which he led the goats

Father Heret roie and turned Into
his damp little hut where the light
was dim on the crucltlx hanging op
posite the door against the clay
raiUkM wall It was a bnro unsightly
clammy room A rude bed on one side
a shelf for table and two or threo
wooden stools constituting the furni-
ture

¬

while the uneven punhens of
the ilmir wabbled and clattered under
the priests feet

It Imri been many years since a letter
from home hail come to Father Heret
The last before the one now in hand
had made him 111 of nostalgia fairly
shaking his Iron determination never
to quit for a moment his life work as a
missionary Kver since that day he
had found It harder to meet the many
and stern demands of a most dlttlcult
and exacting duty Now the mere
touch of the paper in bin hand gave
him a sense of returmii wiiikness
dissatisfaction and longlns The home
of his boyhood the ruMing of the
Ithone a seat In a shady i of the
garden Madeline his sister prattling
lieslde him and his mother singing
somewhere about the house It all
came back ami went over him and
through him making his heart sink
strangely while another voice the
sweetest ever heard but she was In ¬

effable and her memory a forbidden
fragrance

Father Heret tottered across the for-

lorn
¬

little room and knelt before tho
crucltlx holding his clasped hands
high the letter pressed between them
His lips moved in prayer but made
no sound his whole frame shook vio-
lently

¬

It would be unpardonable desecra ¬

tion to enter the chamber of Father
Herefs soul and look upon his sacred
and secret trouble nor must we even
speculate as to Hh particulars Tho
good old man writhed and wrestled
before the cross for a long time until
nt last he seemed to recelvo the calm ¬

ness and strength he prayed for so
forvently Then ho rose tore the let-

ter
¬

Into pieces so small that not n

word remained whole and squeezed
them so firmly together that they wero
compressed Into a tiny solid ball
which ho let full through a crack be ¬

tween the floor puncheons After wait-
ing

¬

twenty years for that letter hun-
gry

¬

as his heart was he did not even
open It when at hist it arrived Ho
would never know what message it
bore The link between him and tho
old sweet days was broken forever
Now with GodB help he could do his
work to the end

He went and stood in tho doorway
leaning against the side He looked
toward tho river house as tho In ¬

habitants had named a large shanty
which stood on the bluff of the Wabash
not far from where the road brldgo
at present crosses nml snw men gath ¬

ering there
Meantime Itene de Honvlllo had de-

livered
¬

Mine Koussillons letter with
due promptness Of course such a
service demanded pie and claret What
still better pleased him Alice chose to
be nioro amiable than was usually her

rT
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custom when lie called Tlit y sat to
guther in the main room of the house
where M Itotuwlllou kept his hooSs his
curiosities of Indian manufacture col ¬

lected here and there and his surplus
firearms swords pistols and knives
ranged not tmpleaglngly around the
walls

Of course along with the letter Itene
bore the news so interesting to him
self of the boats tempting cargo Just
discharged at the river house Alice
understood her friends danger felt It
In the Intense enthusiasm of his voice
and manner She hud once seen the
men carousing on a similar occasion
when she was but a child and the im
pression then made still remained In

her memory Instinctively she resolved
to hold Itene by one means or another
away from the river house If possible
So she managed to keep htm occupied
eating pie sipping watered claret and
chatting until night came on and Mine
Itoussillou brought in a lamp Tliun
he hurriedly snatched his cap from the
tloor beside him and got up to go

Come and look at my handiwork
Alice quickly said my shelf of pies
I mean She led him to the pantry
where a dozen or more of the cherry
imtes were ranged In order I made
every one of them this morning aud
baked them had them all out of the
oven before the rain enuie up Dont
you think me n wonder of cleverness
and Industry i Father Heret was polite
enough to tlatter me but you you Just
out what you want aud say nothing
You are not polite M Kono de lton-

vllle
¬

Ive been showing you what I

thought of your goodies snlri Itene
ISatiugs bettor than talking you

know so Ill Just take one more and
he helped himself Isnt that compli ¬

ment enough
A few such would make me another

hot days work she replied laughing
Pretty talk would be cheaper and

more satisfactory In the long run
Iven the Hour In these pates I ground
with my own hand In an Indian mor-

tar
¬

Tliat was hurt work too
lly this time Ueno hnri forgotten the

river Iioum and the liquor With sof ¬

tening eyes he gazed at Alices rounded
cheeks and sheeny hair oer which the
light from the curious earthen lamp
Mie bore In her hand flickered most ef ¬

fectively Ho loved her madly but his
fear of her was more powerful than
his love She gave him no opportunity
to speak whnt he felt having ever ready
a quick bright change of mood and
manner when she saw him plucking up
courage to address her In a sentimental
way Their relations had long lieen
somewhat familiar which was but nat-

ural
¬

conldcrIng their youth and the
circumstances of their daily life but
Alice somehow had kpt a certain dis ¬

tance open lietween them so that very
warm friendship could not suddenly re-

solve
¬

IUelf into a troublesome passion
on Renes part

We need not attempt to annlyxe a
young girls feelings and motives In
such a case What she does and what
she thinks are mysteries even to her
own understanding The influence mot
potent in shaping the rudimentary
character of Alice Tarleton called
ltousslllon had leen only such ns a
lonely frontier post could generate
Her associations with men and women
hnri with few exceptions been unprot
itnble in an educntioual way while her
reading in M Itoussillons little library
could not have given her any practical
knowledge of manners and life

Her affection for Hone was Interfered
with by her large admiration for the
heroic masterful and magnetic knights
who charged through the romances 01

tho Kousslllon collection For although
Itene was unquestionably brave and
more than passably handsome he hnri
uo armor no war horse no shining
lnnce ami embossed shield the differ
ence Inrieed was great

Perhaps It was the light and heat of
Imagination shining out through Alices
face which gave her beauty such a fas
dilating power Itene saw it and felt
Its electrical stroke send a sweet shiver
through his heart while he stood before
her

You are very beautiful tonight
Alice he presently said with a sud ¬

denness which took even her nlertness
by surprise A flush rose to his dark
face and Immediately gave way to a
grayish pallor nis henrt came near
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stopping on the Instant he was so
shocked by his own daring but ho laid
a hand on her hair stroking It softly

Just a moment she was at a loss
looking a trifle embarrassed then
with a merry laugh she stepped aside
and said

That sounds better M Ilcne do
ltonvllle much better Yoa will be as
polite as Father Beret after a little
more training

She slipped past him while speak ¬

ing aud made her way back ugaln to
tho main room whence she called to
him

Come here Ive something to show
you

Ho obeyed a sheepish trace on bis
countenance betraying his self con-
sciousness

¬

When he came near Alice she was
tnklng from its buckhorn hook on the
wall a rapier one of a beautiful pair
hanging side by side

Papa ltousslllon gave me these she
said with great animation He bought
them of nn Indian who had kept them
a long time Where he came across
them he would not tell But look how
beautiful Did you ever see anything
so fine

Guard and hilt were of silver the
blade although somewhat corroded
still showed the fine wavy lines of
Damascus steel nnd traces of delicate
engraving while lu the end of the
hilt was set a large oval turquoise

A very queer present to giro a
girl said Itene What can you do
with them

A captivating Uash of playfulness
came into her face and she sprang
backward giving the sword a semi-

circular
¬

turn with her wrist The
blade sent forth a keen hiss as it cut
the air close very close to Kenes nose
He Jerked his head nnd flung up his
hand

She laughed merrily standing beauti-
fully

¬

poised before him the rapiers
point slightly elevated Her short skirt
left her feet and ankles free to show
their graceful proportions and the per-

fect
¬

pose in which they held her supple
body

You see what I can do with the
eolecheniarrie eh M Itene de lton-
vllle

¬

she exclaimed giving him a
smile which fairly blinded him No-

tice
¬

how very near to your neck I can
thrust and yet not touch It Now

She darted the keen point under his
chin ami drew It away so quickly that
the stroke was like a glint of sun-
light

What do you think of that as a nice
and accurate piece-- of skill

She agalu resumed her pose the
right foot advanced the left arm well
back her lissome finely developed
body leaning slightly forward

Kenes hands were up before his face
In n defensive position palms outward

Just then a chorus of mens voices
sounded In the distance The river

The rapier uas making a crisscross pat-
tern

¬

of flashing lines

house was beginning its carousal with
a song Alice let fall her swords point
and listened

Itene looked about for hid cap
l must be going he said

Another and louder swish of tho
rapier made him pirouette nnd dodgo
again with great energy

Dont ho cried tJtattMlaafpioaf

Y such a girl
She laughed at him and kept on whip ¬

ping the air dangerously near his eyes
until she had driven him backward
as far as he could squeeze himself Into
a corner of the room

Mine Kousslllon came to the door
from the kitchen nnd stood looking In
and laughing with her hands on her
hips H this time the rapier was mak ¬

ing a crisscross pattern of flashing
lines close to the young mans head
while Alice In the enjoyment of her
exercise seemed to concentrate nil the
glowing rays of her beauty lu her faco
her eyes dancing merrily

Quit now Alice he begged hnlf
In fun nnd half In abject fear Please
quit I surrender

Sho thrust to the wall on either side
of him then springing lightly back ¬

ward a pace stood at guarri Her thick
yellow hair had fallen over her neck
and shoulders In a loose wavy mass
out of which her face beamed with n
bewitching effect upon her captive

Kene glud enough to have a cessa-
tion

¬

of his peril stoori laughing dryly
but the singing down nt the river
house was swelling louder and he
made unother movement to go

Your surrendered you remember
cried Alice renewing the sword play

Sit down on the chair there and make
yourself comfortable You are not go-

ing
¬

down yonder tonight you are going
to stay here nnd talk with me nnd
Mother Kousslllon We are lonesome
and you nro good company

A shot rang out keen and clear there
was a sudden tumult tliat broke up the
singing and presently more firing nt
vnrylng Intervals cut the night air from
tho direction of the river

Jenn the hunclihack came In to say
that there was n row of some sort He
had seen men running ncross the com-
mon

¬

as If in pursuit of a fugitive but
the moonlight was so dim that he could
not bo sure what It nil meant

Rene picked up his cap and bolted
out oX the house

to he continueu
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